Dare to

Bold new designs team classic
diamond shapes with sleek, stunning settings
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“Daeto Dazzle’
By Ruh Weisberg

It inhaleslight. It exhalesfire It isas dazzling as daylight, and as seductive asmoonlight.
Perhapstheonly thingtha parkles more isthe love in the eyesof the person who receives one.

Now that your beloved has asked for your hand in marriage, chances arethefourth finger
of your It hand is sporting your resounding response. And why not. Your eernal pledge of
devation isasclear, rare, brilliant and rodk-solid asthe diamond tha symbolizes your lifelong
commitment.

Whilethe diamond engagement ring has becomethevisble icon for a couple’ sintent to
marry, this precious gemstoneis making its dazzling appearance in plenty of other places:
Diamond wedding bands, stackable rings, and unusual cuts and shapes arealso in vogue. Rare
colored diamonds, such aspale pastel pink and breathtaking canary yellow, also have been
popping up onthefingersof brides for a sunning variaion on the classic gold wedding band.

“When it comesto diamondtrends, it’s hard to say what’ sin right now. SO many people
want so many different things,” says Harry Laskin, general manager of jewelry a Alpha Omega,
ajewelry storein Bogon, with additional locations in Cambridge and Burlington. “ So many
people want so many different things. With a jewelry purchasing decision, you either like it or
you don't. It'savery emotional purchase.”

Although it’ s been saidtha diamonds are a girl’ s beg friendthere really isno such thing
asa“ bes diamond.” The propertiesof al diamonds arethesame. It’swha your jeweler does
with it tha setsit apat from all theothers. * Wha makes every diamond different isthe way it
can be faceted so the beauty can come ou of ait,” saysLaskin.

Ah, the lure and alure of adiamond. Itsromantictraditionsare asintriguing asthis
spellbinding jewel. The ancient Greeks, believingthe fire of a diamond reflectedthe congtant
flame of love thought themto beteardrops from the gods. In othe parts of the world, this
earthly gem was assigned celestial powers, believed to be pieces of crygallized lightningthat had
mygerioudy fallen from the heavens. The ancient Romans described a diamond s brilliance as
being splintersfrom falling darstha tippedthearrow of Eros,the godof love IntheMiddle
Ages, it was believed tha a diamond would accentuatethe love of ahusband for hiswife, and had
the power to reunite etranged marriage partners. Andto dream of diamonds was symbolic of
success, wealth, éernal happiness and vidory.



We can credit today’ s custom of presenting a diamond engagement ringto the 15"
century berothal of Archduke Maximilian of Audriato May of Burgundy. Hisproposal in 1477
heeded the words of atrusted advisor who wrate,“ At the betrothal your grace must have aring
set with adiamond.” Theyoung princess not only accepted Maximilian’ s grand and showy
proposal, andthe glittering gemstone tha went with it—but the couple were also wed 24 hours
later, perhaps goingon record asthe shortest engagement in history as well.

Now tha your belovedhas asked your hand in marriage, chancesare, thefourth finger of
your left hand is sporting your resounding response. Andwhy not. Your eernal pledge of
devation for oneancther isas clear, rare, brilliant, and rock-solid asthe diamondtha symbolizes
your lifelong commitment.

Whilethe diamond engagement ring has becomethevisible icon for a couple’ sintent to
marry, thereare othe emergingtrends associated with thisprecious gemstone. Diamond
wedding bands, stackable rings, unusual cuts and shgpes arealso in vogue. Colored diamonds,
such asthe pretty pagel pinks and brea htaking canary yellow diamonds, rare asthey are have
also been popping up in the pages of elitebridal publications--and onthefingersof brides lucky
enough (and husbands rich enough) to own one

Boston’'s Signature Ring
Though thetraditional, single $one diamond ring continues to be popular among both

first and second-time brides, thethree-gonering seting, often called the“ Bostonring’, is
experiencing newfound popularity for engagement rings and in wedding band designs. T he
dominant center $one (usually around diamond), isflanked by smaller sde stonesin round,
baguette, trilliant or other shgpes s&t on aplain band.

But theré s hardly anything plain about it. Sophie Rhys-Jones engagement ring, which
was given to he by England sPrince Edward in the latest royal romance has acentral, round
brilliant-cut done, flanked by two heart-shaped diamonds.

“In New England, traditional tastesin jewelry are morethenormthan the exception,”
says Laskin of Alpha Omega. “ So despiterecant trendsin diamond jewelry designs and settings,
the Bodon ring setting is ill atop-seller.”

Last year, DeBeersislaunching itsthree-gone diamond anniversary ring, a brilliant
stunner feauring a center goneof at least a half-card, flanked by two dightly smaller side
stones, which are available in avaiay of shapes. Thetrio of donesis meant to represat each
face of the mariage: padt, present, and fuure.



New Diamond Wedding Bands

Traditionally, the wedding band has been a smple, round, gold ring for both the bride
andthegroom. However, a growing number of brides are opting for diamond wedding bands.
Depending on the sdting, adiamond band can be large enough to be worn by itself, and can
serve double duty asthe engagement and wedding ringsrolled into one.

“The diamond wedding band is very popular now,” avows Michael L ebowitz,
merchandise manager of fine jewelry for Shreve Crump & Low in Bogon.

“Years ago, most couples bought aplain gold band with simpleengraving on it.
Nowadays, we' re seeing more couples who are choosing a diamond wedding band, from channel
set, ‘demity dyle bands, to someveay aedive, cusom-made designs. T heimportant thingto
keep in mind istha a diamond wedding band should complement, and not compete with, the
engagement ring.”

Alex Zamsky concurs. This renowned jewelry designer istheowner of Alex & Company,
afull-servicejewelry storein Piccadilly Square, which specializesin cudom-designed rings.
Brides and groomsin themarke for unusual diamond wedding bands want somethingto reflect
their own unique digtinction as a couple

“When a bride chooses to wear her bandnext to her engagement ring, the mog important
thing isfor the engagement ring to gill be just tha--an engagement ring. It should never be
overpowered by the wedding band. T he diamondsin the band should definitely be well-mat ched
in terms of color and brilliance with the diamonds in the engagement ring, andthey should not
take your focus away from the center.”

Zamsky saystha adiamond wedding band isalot likethebridal couple. Y ou want
something compdible, but not an exad mach.

“ A diamond wedding band should complement the engagement ring. It doesn’t haveto
mach. Infad, it shouldn’t,” he adds. “If you look & some of those designs, someimesthey look
like one hig, lopsided ring. Y ou don’t seethe engagement ring, nor do you seethe wedding band.
Y ou see one mounting withthe diamonds off to the side. | prefer to design a wedding band that
will complement the engagement ring. Every one haswithinin sosmeghingtha | can find
unique abot it, andtheresulting piece can become even more exquisite.”

When it comesto diamond wedding bands, lessis more, advises Barbara Dorfman, co-
owner along with her husband Sumner of Dorfman Jewels on Newbury Sred in Boston.

“Thetrend isfor morehigh-quality, high-color, well-mached gones, all the same size,
going all the way aroundtheband. The day of hig, flashy wedding bandsisover. People don't



want trendy sdtingsin their wedding bands. They aremaking a purchasetha is meant to be worn
for alifeime, sothey usually choose aclassic style and sdtingtha will stand up over time”
Just aHint of Color

Therearefancy diamond rings, andthen therearethe“fancies.” These arediamonds
with a grong, pure color, and can be found in pink, blue, canary yellow, and a hog of other
colors. Because colored diamonds occur are rare, they arevery expensive.

“We live in affluent times, and contemporary couples don’t necessarily want quantity,
they want quality,” says Lebowitz of Shreve, Crump & Low. “When you seethe sheer vibrance
brilliance, and scintillation of a colored diamond, youknow you' re looking & something unusual
and special, nat unlikethe bride who chooses to wear one”

The oolorful canay yellow diamonds and pagel pink gemgones are especially coveed
gems, adds Barbara Dorfman. “ Eventhough they arevery expensive,they are very much in
vogue.”

Harry Laskin of Alpha Omega saystha despitethe rarity and cogliness associaed with
colored diamonds, there is ill a 4rong consumer demand for them.

“I"'mvery fond of them,” he asserts. “ Egecially thefancy yellows. T hey’re beautiful.
Just magnificent.”

A Tall Stack
Asthe name suggests, Sadckable wedding rings, or multiple wedding rings, are a series of

different bands all worn on the samefinger. Some brides opt to wear as many asthreeto five
rings, in plainum or various shades of gold, with an enviable number of diamonds. Sackable
rings, by the nature of their sheer heft and boldness, are not for thefainthearted or for those prone
to swollen fingers.

“They’reafahion-forward look, but not all that traditional,” cautions Lebowitz. “Itisa
way for abride to ‘wear her gripes,’ soto speak, whereshe is gacking a seriesof rings alongside
her wedding band and engagement ring. But it’ snot an easy sdtingto wear comfortably.”

John Tiemey ., manager of Lux Bond & Green in Boston, saystha multiplewedding
rings serve amultitude of purposes.

“There s been thistrend away from big, flashy, so-called * cocktail rings or dinner rings.’
Y ears ago, when awoman gat married, she only wore one wedding band. Nowaday's, women
have multiple bands, some with as many as six or seven diamonds, tha she can wear in various

combinaions. Anniversary wedding rings have now becomethe biggest anniversary gifts.”



The Shape of the Future

If leading salestrends are any indication, couples aeopting for traditional, clean ring
designs.

“Right now, | think peoplewant a moretailored look,” says Barbara Dorfman. “ Infad,
we sl plain, traditional diamond wedding rings 10-to-1 to themorefancy, trendy designs.”

“The emerald-cu diamond hashad a rebirth intaste,” observes Michael Lebowitz.
Thankstotoday’ smodern technology, what' s old is new again—in a whole new light.“ Wée re
now able to taketha classic shape and facet the back of the gonemuch like around diamond.
Wha youwind up with isan emerald-cu look, but with much more brilliance. It’ sliketaking a
beautiful pieceof at and framing it in an entirely new way.”

An emerald-cut Soneisthe leag brilliant, but it’ san altogether different ook, says John
Tienegy. It’sacrigpe, icier, colder look, but only in large stones, thosetha are & least a caa
and a half. The smaller gones don't gppea aswell here hesays.

No pun intended, but no mater how you cu it, classic diamond shapes arehereto Say.
“Theoverwhelming trend in diamond shapes is round, round, andround,” emphasizes John
Tienegy. " There' s been a big emphass onthe cutting of the diamond, and the maximum brilliance
isclearly in around gone. There’ sthis element of quality, andthe public perceivesthe round
sone asmore brilliant and sparkly.”

Going Platinum

Another trendtha’ s made a gpectacular comebadk isthe diamond ring in a platinum
stting. “Everything has turned white withinthe lad fiveto 10 years,” observesTierney.
“Platinum was therage prior to World Wa II, and there’ slittle differencein the headthat holds
the sdting. But once you get away from tha, the gyleisvery smila towhat wasin voguethen.”

Plainumisnot only abeautiful metal, but a durable one, too. “ It' s stronger than gold, and
it holds up well,” adds Harry Laskin. “ It's also alot more expensive. But reanember, when you
buy platinum, you regetting a metaltha’ sprety pure Whitemeals arethehotted thingin
diamond ring settings right now.”

Alex Zamsky saysthat no matter what kind of cut, shgpe, or diamond ring setting a
couple ultimaely chooses, it all comes down to the anount of dazzlein the finished product.
“Brilliance hasto do 100% with the cut of the gone. When it comesto choosing a diamond,
brilliance should be your No. 1 factor.”

Cometothink of it, your beloved isa rare gem, ssmehing preciousto behold. S it also
should be with the garkling jewel onthehand he' staken in marriage. Yours.





